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CHAIR’S LETTER  
 
The AAG:  We’ve had a flurry of communications over the past couple months as we prepare for the 
2012 Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting in New York City, February 24-28.  Thank 
you to all who submitted papers and panels to the specialty group – we are delighted to hear from you 
and look forward to your presentations in February.  The China Specialty Group has directly organized 25 
paper sessions and panels, and has sponsored many more.  The sessions span a broad range of topics 
and reflect well upon the continuing relevance of geographical research on China.  One panel, for 
example, has been organized as a response to and critical discussion of issues related to high-speed rail 
in China in the aftermath of the July 2011 Wenzhou train collision.  We are also working on several 
different options for special speakers at the AAG.  In addition, we will again hold a panel discussion on 
“how to get a job” for graduate students.  Students planning to present papers at the AAG should 
consider submitting their papers to the annual student paper competition (see detail later in this 
newsletter).   
 
New York:  New York is a special place for Chinese studies!  Not only does it have historical significance 
as the site of the largest “Chinatown” in the U.S., but it is also a place where there is a great deal of 
interest in China and Chinese Culture.  I hope that those of you who are going to visit New York for the 
first time, in particular, will take time to experience some of these resources.  To learn more about 
Chinatown, you might start by looking at this website:  http://www.chinatown-
online.com/nychinatown/aboutchinatown.shtml. Chinatown is also home to the Museum of Chinese in 
America (http://www.mocanyc.org) which has free admission on Thursdays (otherwise, $7). For 
interesting events and exhibitions related to China, take a look at the Asia Society http://asiasociety.org/.  
The Asia society has a museum of art, and also sponsors many talks and films about Asia, including 
China.  The China Institute (http://www.chinainstitute.org/ ) is another China-focused New York institution.  
They will be featuring an exhibit entitled “Theater, Life and the Afterlife: Tomb Décor of the Jin Dynasty 

http://www.chinatown-online.com/nychinatown/aboutchinatown.shtml
http://www.chinatown-online.com/nychinatown/aboutchinatown.shtml
http://www.mocanyc.org/
http://asiasociety.org/
http://www.chinainstitute.org/
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from Shanxi” during the time the AAG is in New York.  The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(http://www.metmuseum.org/) has an excellent collection of Chinese art.  My favorite is the Chinese 
Garden Court – a reconstruction of a Suzhou-style courtyard house 
(see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C92bYFQDTzA for an introduction to this space).  There will be 
two China-related special exhibits at the Metropolitan Museum during the AAG: “Red and Black: Chinese 
Lacquer, 13th-16th Century” and “Tibetan Arms and Armor.”  Please note that the admission price for this 
museum is “suggested” – you are welcome to pay less if you cannot afford the high price.    There are two 
other museums in New York City of particular interest to geographers – the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of the American Indian (http://www.nmai.si.edu/) and the American Museum of Natural 
History (http://www.amnh.org/). 
 
CGSG and Activism: This week the cover of Time Magazine caught my eye with its headline: “The 
China Bubble: We’re counting on China’s growth to save the world.  Unless its economy blows up first.”  I 
was immediately reminded of CGSG member Cindy Fan’s recent contribution to the New York Times 
opinion pages: “The Upside if the Bubble Bursts” (April 14, 2011).   I also read Tim Oakes call (see below) 
for discussion within the China Specialty Group about increasing the level of activism within our field.  
This follows upon a similar “call to action” authored by Laurence Ma, a long-standing member of the 
China Geography Specialty Group, in 2007 (“From Urban Social Space to Social and Environmental 
Justice” Eurasian Geography and Economics v. 48, no. 5).  Ma’s article encourages China geographers 
to make more use of “reflexive activism” to generate frameworks for more relevant research.  A comment 
on this call to action was published in the same issue of EGE by Clifton Pannell, who appreciated Ma’s 
general argument but also observed that empirical studies focused on the economic and other progress 
that has been made in China in recent years should not be overlooked.  By the time I had Cindy Fan’s 
very current commentary and Tim Oakes, Laurence Ma’s and Clifton Pannell’s remarks in my mind, I felt 
driven to explore the realm of activism within the CGSG.  At the same time that it is vital to encourage 
China geographers to engage in activism, it is also worthwhile to acknowledge the many different 
contributions that China geographers have made and continue to make beyond the sometimes narrow 
realm of academia.   It is also useful to recognize that there are many ways for academics to be activists.  
 This engagement with real issues comes in many different forms, but especially in teaching and 
outreach, consultation as experts and “public intellectuals, and research which directly informs processes 
of change in and beyond China.  I will list a few of those efforts here (and apologize in advance for the 
many I will miss), and look forward to some of you sending comments to me and the CGSG as a whole 
which might enable us to document the scope of our “activist” efforts.   
 Teaching:  Most of us are engaged in teaching college students who will graduate to become 
community leaders and voting citizens outside the academic world.  Our direct contact with those 
students on a daily basis can be transformative in their understanding of China and the broader 
implications of China’s engagement with the world.  Teaching is an excellent way to counter stereotypical 
impressions of China, to encourage our educated citizenry to understand the sometimes widening gaps 
between China’s “haves” and “have nots,” and to both take a critical view and to appreciate what is good 
in China’s complex and ongoing transitions.  While teaching about China in China-centered classes is 
important, in some ways it is even more important to bring intelligent and critical comment on China to 
more general classes where students who do not already have an interest in China can learn the most.  
For example, China’s overwhelming environmental challenges have become a component of more 
general courses on environmental issues.  CGSG member Greg Veeck  teaches “World Ecological 
Problems” at Western Michigan University;  CGSG member Darrin McGee teaches “Geography of 
Garbage” at Hobart and William Smith College, CGSG member Alana Boland teaches “Environment and 
Development” at the University of Toronto,  and I teach “Urban Environmental Issues” at the University of 
Massachusetts. 
 “Public Intellectuals:” In recent years, many CGSG members have been called upon to serve as 
“experts” on China, or have contributed to the public discourse about China.  Tim Oakes (University of 
Colorado), Yu Zhou (Vassar College) and Emily Yeh (University of Colorado) have all made contributions 
to the China Beat( http://www.thechinabeat.org), a blog which seeks to bring expert opinion, debate and 
critique on China to a broad audience.  Cindy Fan (UCLA) has contributed commentaries to the The New 
York Times, has appeared on the Tavis Smiley show, and has been interviewed by diverse media outlets 
such as China Radio International, National Public Radio, and the South China Morning Post.  Kam-wing 
Chan (University of Washington) has contributed articles to The Guardian, The New York Times, and The 
Straits Times, and has been interviewed on the PBS Newshour, the BBC World Service, and the Voice of 
America.  Yu Zhou (Vassar College) has been interviewed for The New York Times and The Washington 
Post; Cindy Fan (UCLA) and I (University of Massachusetts) have been interviewed for the Atlantic. 

http://www.metmuseum.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C92bYFQDTzA
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.amnh.org/
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 Research: There is, of course, great value in the research that many of us do to inform and support 
those who take an activist stance.  Whether documenting regional economic inequalities, developing a 
better understanding of the complex and changing power relationships in the construction of space or 
analyzing changing environmental indicators, geographers play a vital role in building the knowledge base 
which is essential to China’s continuing transformation.  I won’t list any names here, as there are too 
many by far for this short newsletter.   
 Please read Tim Oakes’ invitation to activism below, and send us your comments, which we may 

xcerpt for the next CGSG newsletter. e
 
 
2011-2011 OFFICERS  
 
Chair: 

 
Student Representative: 

Piper Gaubatz Jia Feng  
University of Massachusetts Michigan State University  
gaubatz@geo.umass.edu fengjia@msu.edu 
  
Vice-chair: Web Master: 
Wei Xu Xinyue Ye  
University of Lethbridge Bowling Green State University 
wei.xu@uleth.ca xinyue.ye@gmail.com 
  
Secretary/Newsletter Editor Treasurer 
Tim Oakes Yifei Sun 
University of Colorado, Boulder California State University, Northridge 
toakes@colorado.edu Yifei.sun@csdun.edu 
 
 
2011 AAG CGSG Business Meeting Minutes 
Seattle, WA, Thursday 14 April, 2011 
 
1. Welcome by CGSG Chair Qihao Weng 
 
2. Approval of 2010 Business Meeting Minutes 
 
3. Update on membership and activities 

Specialty group membership has grown, particularly foreign membership, as seen in this table, 
presented at the meeting: 

 Total Students Non-students Foreign 
2011 (April 10th) 246 95 151 71 
2010 244 87 157 59 
2009 230 87 143 51 

Sponsored and co-sponsored sessions has also grown: 
 2011: 37 
 2010: 35 
 2009: 29 
 

4. Financial report 
Information on specialty group finances was presented.  The group has a balance of $1,928.81 as of 

7 April, 2011. 
Dues collected since 31 August, 2010 totaled $558 
Student paper and travel awards totaled $450 

mailto:gaubatz@geo.umass.edu
mailto:fengjia@msu.edu
mailto:wei.xu@uleth.ca
mailto:xinyue.ye@gmail.com
mailto:Yifei.sun@csdun.edu
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5. Awards presentations 

The outstanding service award was presented to Yehua Dennis Wei, University of Utah 
The best student paper award was presented to Hao Huang, University of Utah 
The travel awards were presented to Yueming Zhang, University of Hong Kong, and Huimin Du, 

Hong Kong Baptist University 
 
6. Election of new officers 

Tim Oakes was nominated for CGSG Secretary.  There were no other nominations.  Tim Oakes was 
elected CGSG Secretary for 2011-2012. 

Two students – Lei Yongdeng and Jia Feng – volunteered for Student Representative.  The group 
decided to elect both Lei and Jia as student representatives. 

 
7. Call for session themes for 2012 AAG meeting 

Several themes were suggested by members: 
China’s global hegemony 
China’s economic restructuring 
China’s outward FDI 
Urbanization, Land Use, Regional Development 
Author meets critic (no book suggested) 
Critical theory in China/of China 
Space-Time Analysis 
Water resources quality, quantity, scarcity 
Energy geography of china 
study of china in NYC (or greater region) (panel) 
Natural hazards 
China and Africa 
Career panels on publishing, job searches, and geography pedagogy 
 

 
2011 China Geography Outstanding Service Award 

This year’s CGSG Outstanding Service Award was presented to 
Professor Yehua Dennis Wei, University of Utah.  Over the years, 
as a CGSG Chair and active member, Dennis has organized 
numerous AAG sessions and served on countless panels, which 
have helped to develop CGSG into the dynamic specialty group that 
it has become. His services for China Geography, the World Bank, 
CPGIS, and various top-ranked journals have advanced our field 
within and beyond the geography discipline. Through his positions 
as Asian Geography Specialty Group (AGSG) Chair and Regional 
Development and Planning Specialty Group (RDPSG) Chair, he has 
promoted the community of China geographers and strengthened 

the ties between CGSG and AGSG/RDPSG via joint sessions and other means. In 
addition, his prolific research, outreach, and fieldwork in various locations in China have 
promoted the visibility of CGSG outside the United States, and have contributed to 
enhance the academic exchanges between the two countries.  Congratulations Dennis! 
 
 
2011 CGSG Student Awards 
This year’s CGSG Best Student Paper Award was presented to Hao HUANG, for her 
paper titled, “Inter-city Competition for Foreign Direct Investment: Dynamic Effects of 
Agglomeration and Institutional Reforms in Urban China.”  Congratulations Hao! 
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This year’s Travel Awards went to Yueming ZHANG (University of Hong Kong), for her 
paper titled, “Emerging Geography of Land-driven Urbanization in China: A Study of 
Land Development and Local Economic Growth in Prefecture-level Cities, 2002-2008” 
and Huimin DU (Hong Kong Baptist University), for her paper titled, “Is It Really Just a 
Rational Choice? The Contribution of Emotional Attachment to Temporary Migrants’ 
Intention to Stay in the Host City in Guangzhou.” Congratulations Yueming and Huimin! 
 
 
AAG 2012 CGSG Student Paper competition: Call for Submission 
 
The China Geography Specialty Group sponsors an annual award to recognize 
distinguished student research and paper presentation in a CGSG-sponsored session 
at the annual AAG conference. 
 
Eligibility:   

• Student members of the CGSG at all academic levels (undergraduates or 
graduate students) are qualified. 

• The student must be the sole author and presenter of the paper.    
• Participants must have submitted the abstract and appropriate program 

participation fee to the AAG for participation at the AAG Annual Meeting in New 
York City, New York, 24-28 February, 2012. 

• Papers being considered by other AAG Specialty Group for student Paper Award 
are not qualified for this award. 

 
A $250 cash prize will be awarded for the best paper. This includes $50 ticket for joining 
our annual CGSG dinner. Two Travel Awards of $100 each will go to the First and 
Second Runner-up. A committee of faculty from the China Geography Specialty Group 
will evaluate the papers. Evaluation criteria for the award include the originality of the 
research, the quality of the paper’s presentation and argument, the soundness and 
creativity of the research design and methodology, and the validity of conclusions.  The 
award will be announced at the Business Meeting of the China Geography Specialty 
Group in New York in February 2012, and published in the CGSG and AAG newsletters. 
 
Guidelines for Submission: 
To be considered for the competition, authors should e-mail a copy of the paper's title 
and abstract to the CGSG Chair by December 1st, 2011. Please include author's name, 
academic level (undergraduate, master's or doctoral), academic institution, department 
or program, current address, phone number, and E-MAIL. An electronic version of the 
paper, in Word or PDF format, must reach the Chair no later than January 15th, 2012. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact CGSG Chair: Piper Gaubatz 
(gaubatz@geo.umass) 
 
 
MEMBER’S NEWS 
 
Alana Boland (University of Toronto) headed to Chengdu soon after the AAG’s in 
Seattle to meet with a group of U of T undergraduate students from Geography and 
Asia-Pacific Studies for a 10-day study trip.  Jessica Wilczak, who is doing her doctoral 

mailto:gaubatz@geo.umass
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research in Chengdu, helped organize a field school there around the theme of 
urbanization and sustainable development.  This included site visits, meetings with local 
NGO’s, and trips to outlying areas to see first-hand the post-quake reconstruction 
process.  In the spring, Alana also worked with Kam Wing Chan on the East Asia 
chapter for Cities of the World.  And this summer, she put the finishing touches on a co-
authored paper (with Zhu Jiangang) about China’s urban green communities that has 
been published in Geoforum. 
 
Kam Wing Chan (U of Washington) was one of two speakers at a business forum on 
“China’s Changing Labor Market” in New York in October. The event was co-organized 
by Gerson Lehrman Group and National Committee on US-China Relations, as part of 
the Committee’s 45th anniversary activity. He also did an online webcast on China’s 
urbanization” on G+ Forum in early October.  He wrote several op-eds for the media; 
two of the most read are now on China-US Focus. In addition, he was interviewed for 
articles about China’s migrant workers and the high-speed trains in The Wall Street 
Journal, The New York Times, The Straits Times and China Economic Review in the 
last three months.  Details at http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/. 
 
Cindy Fan (UCLA) has been awarded the 2010-2011 C. Doris and Toshio Hoshide 
Distinguished Teaching Prize in Asian American Studies at UCLA. This year, she has 
published papers in China Review, Environment and Planning A, Eurasian Geography 
and Economics, and The Professional Geographer.  She has given invited talks in 
Singapore and the UK and a keynote speech at the University of Utah.  In 2011 Cindy 
has written three commentaries for the New York Times and has been a guest on China 
Radio International and the PBS Tavis Smiley Show. The Travel Study Program in 
Beijing and Hong Kong that she teaches in the summer has attracted students from 
UCLA and six other universities.  As Associate Dean of Social Sciences, Cindy 
oversees educational and outreach initiatives including a high-school program in 
Nanjing, whose first cohort of 50 students are now all enrolled in US universities. 
 
Philippe Forêt (University of Stockholm) is spending the 2011-2012 academic year at 
the Institute of Advanced Studies of Nantes where he is writing a book on the discovery 
of climate change in Chinese Central Asia. Brill AP has reedited his The Journey of 
Maps and Images on the Silk Road. 
 
Ron Knapp (SUNY New Paltz) – Ron’s most recent book Things Chinese: Antiques, 
Crafts, Collectibles (Tuttle, 2011) was just published. In early October, he gave two 
lectures related to his 2010 book Chinese Houses of Southeast Asia: The Eclectic 
Architecture of Sojourners and Settlers to the Royal Geographical Society, Hong Kong 
and the Department of Architecture, Chinese University of Hong Kong. He contributed 
the curricular materials that accompanies the video The Lessons of the Loess Plateau 
for Digital Asia: Bringing Asia into the Classroom http://www.digitalasia.illinois.edu/ 
 
Weifeng Li has started his new position as an assistant professor in the Department of 
Urban Planning and Design at the University of Hong Kong. 
 
Tim Oakes (University of Colorado, Boulder) was promoted to Professor.  His co-edited 
volume Real Tourism is due out November 28th.  Last year, he and Donald Sutton 
(Carnegie Mellon University) co-edited Faiths On Display: Religion, Tourism, and the 

http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/
http://www.digitalasia.illinois.edu/
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State in China.  He and Carolyn Cartier (UTS) are currently working on a book project 
tentatively titled Vast Land of Borders, focusing on peripheral state territoriality in China.  
Recently he’s been enjoying some time in the Netherlands as a visiting professor at 
Wageningen University.  He also continues his appointment as visiting professor at 
Guizhou Nationalities University. 
 
Yu (Aloe) Luo Rioux is teaching "World Geography" at Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) and "Chinese I and Culture" at UMass Lowell (UML) for the Fall 
2011 semester.  Having taught the "History of Modern Asia" at Nashua Community 
College, she is developing an Honor’s course “Introduction to Chinese Culture and 
Society” for the upcoming Spring semester.  In addition, Rioux is helping build up the 
Chinese and Asian Studies curriculum for the Department of Cultural Studies at UML, 
offering “Business Chinese” and “Chinese Literature” in the near future.  Rioux has been 
active in guest lecturing, professional development, and conferences presentation.  Her 
most recent guest lecture entitled “SARS and Crisis Management with Chinese 
Characteristics” on October 18 was for Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth, and 
she will be presenting a paper at the NEAAS annual meeting at Wellesley.  In July, 
Rioux attended a week-long “Advanced Study and Training Program on Pedagogy and 
Chinese Teaching Materials” sponsored by Hanban/Confucius Institute in China, and 
presented a paper Feeling Well? Chinese Experience of Health Care in the United 
States at the ENCSS 2011 Annual Meeting in New York City this past August. 
 
Yehua Dennis Wei (University of Utah) has been busy with books, special issues, and 
conferences. He recently co-edited  two special issues: Globalization, Innovation and 
Regional Development in China, Environment and Planning A 43(4), 781-849, 2011 
(with Yu Zhou), and Foreign Direct Investment, Innovation and Regional Economic 
Development in China, Erdkunde 65(1), 3-83, 2011 (with Ingo Liefner).  A Special Issue 
on Globalization, Industrial Restructuring, and Regional Development in China (with 
Ingo Liefner) will be published in Applied Geography 32(1), 102-184, 2012. A special 
issue on Globalization, Regional Development and Public Policy in Asia (with Xinyue Ye) 
for Regional Science and Practice is under review. He is currently working on a special 
issue on Urbanization, Land Use and Sustainable Development in China (with Xinyue 
Ye) for Stochastic Environmental Research and Risk Assessment, and an edited book 
on Innovation and Regional Development in China (with Ingo Liefner). He successfully 
organized an interdisciplinary, international conference on urbanization and 
development in China in late August at University of Utah. 
 
Xinyue YE (Bowling Green State University) was appointed to be Associate Editor of 
Stochastic Environmental Research & Risk Assessment (SCI Journal). At the same time, 
he becomes the editorial board member of International Journal of Applied Geospatial 
Research and Journal of Ecosystem & Ecography. He continues to hold the position of 
Publication Chair of International Conference of Geoinformatics 2012 in Hong Kong, 
which is technically sponsored by IEEE. He is co-PI on a two-year one-million funding 
from Department of Energy working on economic scenario toolbox on alternative energy. 
He has 16 recent publications (2011) on space time analysis, regional development, 
economic modeling, crime analysis, geoscience, and public policy on journals such as 
Computers & Geosciences, International Journal of Applied Geospatial Research, 
Annals of Regional Science, Regional Science Policy and Practice, Applied Geography 
and Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency. 
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RECENT OR FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS BY CGSG MEMBERS  
 
Boland A. and Zhu, J. 2012. Public participation in China’s green communities: 
Mobilizing memories and structuring incentives, 
Geoforum  http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2011.07.010 
 
Cartier, C. and T. Oakes. 2010. Vast land of borders. China Heritage Quarterly 24 
(December), http://www.chinaheritagequarterly.org/tien-
hsia.php?searchterm=024_cartier.inc&issue=024 
 
Chan, K. W. 2011. Urban Myth, South China Morning Post,  August 24, A13. 
 
Chan, K. W. Forthcoming. China, Internal Migration, in Encyclopedia of Global 
Migration (Wiley-Blackwell). 
 
Chan, K.W. and A. Boland. In press. Cities of East Asia.  In Stanley Brunn, Maureen 
Hays-Mitchell, and Donald Zeigler (eds.), Cities of the World: World Regional Urban 
Development, 5th ed. (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield). 
 
陈金永. 2011. 中国户籍制度的历史、功能及近态, 《神州交流》, 第 八 卷 第 一 期，第

33 至 41 页. 
 
Clarke-Sather, A., J. S. Qu, Q. Wang, J.J. Zeng, and Y. Li. 2011. “Carbon Inequality at 
the Sub-National Scale: A Case Study of Provincial-Level Inequality in CO2 Emissions 
in China 1997-2007”.  Energy Policy 39 (9) pp. 5420-5428. 
 
Hao, H. and Y.H.D. Wei. 2011. Location and Determinants of Foreign Investment in 
China. Erdkunde 65(1): 7-23. 
 

Huang, Youqin, Forthcoming. Low-income 
Housing in Chinese Cities: Policies and 
Practices. The China Quarterly. 
 
Klingberg, T. and T. Oakes. In press 2011. 
Producing exemplary consumers: tourism 
and leisure culture in China's nation-
building project.  In L. Jensen and T. 
Weston (eds.) China In and Beyond the 
Headlines (Lanham, MD: Rowman & 
Littlefield). 
 
Knapp, R. 2011. Things Chinese: Antiques, 
Crafts, Collectibles (Tuttle). 
 
Li, P., H. Bathelt, and J. Wang. 2011. 
Network dynamics and cluster evolution: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2011.07.010
http://www.chinaheritagequarterly.org/tien-hsia.php?searchterm=024_cartier.inc&issue=024
http://www.chinaheritagequarterly.org/tien-hsia.php?searchterm=024_cartier.inc&issue=024
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changing trajectories of the aluminium extrusion industry in Dali, China. Journal of 
Economic Geography 11: doi: 10.1093/jeg/lbr024 
 
Liefner, I. and Y.H.D. Wei. 2011. Geography and the Research on Contemporary China.  
Erdkunde 65(1): 3-5. 
 
Minca, C. and T. Oakes (eds.). 2011. Real Tourism: Practice, Care, and Politics in 
Contemporary Travel Culture (London & New York: Routledge). 
 
Oakes, T. In press 2011. Making an empty show of strength: media and the politics of 
discernment in China’s place branding projects. In W. Sun and J. Chio (eds.) Mapping 
Media in China: Region, Province, Locality (London & New 
York: Routledge). 
 
Oakes, T. In press 2011. Laser Tag and Other Rural 
Diversions: the Village as China's Urban Playground. 
Harvard Asia Quarterly (September). 
 
Oakes, T. and D. Sutton (eds.). 2010. Faiths on Display: 
Religion, Tourism, and the Chinese State (Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefield). 
 
Ren, X.F. 2011. Building Globalization: Transnational 
Architecture Production in Urban China (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press). 
 
Wei, Y.H.D., D.L. Yu and X.J. Chen. 2011. Scale, Agglomeration, and Regional 
Inequality in Provincial China. Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie 
(Journal of Economic and Social Geography) 102(4): 406-425. 
 
Wei, Y.H.D., I. Liefner, and C.H. Miao. 2011. Network Configurations and R&D Activities 
of the ICT Industry in Suzhou Municipality, China. Geoforum 42: 484-495. 
 
Wuttke, C. 2011. From Industrial Enclaves to Prototypes of the Modern Chinese City. 
Development Zones in Guangdong. Local Economy 26(5): 363–372. 
 
Zhou, Y. and Y.H.D. Wei. 2011. Globalization, Innovation, and Regional Development 
in China. Environment and Planning A 43: 781-785. 
 
 
OTHER PUBLICATION ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Philippe Forêt’s The Journey of Maps and Images on the Silk Road, has been re-edited 
by Brill AP. 
 
  



China Geography Specialty Group Newsletter, Spring 2011  10 

MEMBER’S FORUM 
 
This new section for the CGSG Newsletter will feature commentary by CGSG members.  The views 
expressed here are those of individual members and do not necessarily reflect those of the Specialty 
Group as a whole, or of the Specialty Group leadership.  We welcome your comments, suggestions, and 
reactions to this section, and suggest using the group listserv for posting follow-up comments 
(chinageography@lists.csbs.utah.edu).  We hope that this forum will spur conversations among members 
on issues relevant to China, geography, and scholarship more generally.  Submissions, or ideas for 
submissions, for the Spring Newsletter may be sent to the CGSG Secretary, Tim Oakes 
(toakes@colorado.edu). 
 
For a Critical China Geography 
Tim Oakes, University of Colorado, Boulder 
 
Last April, a few days after Ai Weiwei was detained in Beijing while trying to board a flight to Hong Kong, 
Lionel Jensen, an historian at Notre Dame – and a friend of mine – posted an exasperated plea to a 
chatroom of mostly US-based China scholars.  “I find that I am more dispirited than I have been in all of 
my 30 years of China studies.”  What was the point of our work, he asked us, if this is what occurs while 
we labor away on books and articles about a country and culture we have grown to love?  His essay was 
eventually posted on The China Beat blog, where I have also been a contributor.  As Jensen pointed out 
in his essay, Ai had become ‘the public conscience of the 2008 Sichuan earthquake victims’, and this may 
have had something to do with his 81-day detention (which was eventually justified on charges of ‘tax 
evasion,’ of all things).  Jensen wrote, 
 

For the last 20 months Ai Weiwei and Tan Zuoren, with the help of countless netizens apprised of Ai’s 
progress on his blog, have helped to identify the names of every child killed in the collapse of the “tofu 
dregs schoolhouses” (shoddily constructed owing to corruption) in the Wenchuan Earthquake of May 
12, 2008. This past year he completed this memorial project, Nian (“Missing”), a 240-minute long MP3 
reading by volunteers of the thousands of names of all children killed in the collapse of the schools. 
Before the names are read on the recording, Ai comments that the project “represents the memory of 
the lives that have been lost and the anger at the covering-up of the tofu-buildings. Respect life; refuse 
to forget.” More than 80,000 people were killed in the disaster. The government shut down his blog. 

 
The project got Ai beaten up in Sichuan in 2009 (so badly he required surgery in Germany), and put 
under house arrest in 2010.  He was then informed that his new Shanghai studio – the one which was, in 
fact, requested by the Shanghai government as the cornerstone for a new arts district – would be 
destroyed since it was an ‘illegal’ building.  And finally, he was ‘disappeared.’  In a follow-up post, Jensen 
wrote, 
 

Imagine living in a real world—not an imaginary one from the work of Franz Kafka—where ambiguity 
or fear or insecurity or suspicion is cause for arrest. Actually, Ai Weiwei has not been “arrested.” Nor 
has he been “taken into custody,” or “detained” or “disappeared,” because these are merely the words 
of those attempting to describe what is self-evident but not acknowledged. The government has not 
admitted that Ai is in their grasp, although the Global Times did comment that he “was said to have 
been detained recently.” This is why Gao Ying, his mother, filed a missing persons report on Tuesday. 
“We have no idea where he is at the moment,” she said. More telling was her rhetorical query: “How 
can a country with laws allow this to happen?” 

 
I think our colleagues who work on Tibet and Xinjiang would note that the recent crackdown – worsened 
of course by the Arab Spring uprisings – has actually been the normal state of affairs in some parts of 
China since well before the 2008 uprisings in Tibet and the 2009 riots in Xinjiang.  And I think they would 
appreciate our (finally) joining them in being fed-up with the hooliganism that sometimes passes for 
government in China.  It is not difficult for anyone who has worked in China for any extended period of 
time to recognize those invisible lines of state paranoia beyond which one should not go.  Part of our 
social and cultural fluency as China scholars involves respecting those boundaries , if not for our own 
security and safety, then for those with whom we work.  But occasionally, the absurdity of the situation 
slaps us in the face, as Ai Weiwei’s disappearance did to Jensen. 
 

mailto:chinageography@lists.csbs.utah.edu
mailto:toakes@colorado.edu
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For those of us who recognize this absurdity, then, the obvious question is this:  what is our role as 
scholars?  It would be relatively easy at this point for me to roll out a few platitudes about being a critical 
voice for justice and writing the truth as we experience it in our fieldwork.  But I’ll spare you all an 
overcooked lesson on righteousness.  There nevertheless remains a pressing need for China scholars to 
fulfill their role as public intellectuals.  This is something, for instance, that Kam Wing Chan has been 
doing a lot of lately.  And while I applaud his work in that direction, I also want to encourage this group to 
consider, briefly, what a critical China geography might bring to the broader conversations going on in the 
China studies field.  I put the question in these terms because I think all of us – as geographers – do work 
that is either directly or implicitly critical in some form.  I do not mean to suggest, in other words, that 
some of us are critical scholars and some are not (with the value-judgment that such a suggestion would 
also entail).  Rather, I think it is more a question of what we actually do with our work.  This, after all, was 
what most dispirited Jensen: what, ultimately, is the point of all the work we do? 
 
As China geographers, many of us produce a great deal of knowledge about many of the most dispiriting 
things going on in China:  environmental degradation and injustice, land grabs and the local state’s 
voracious appetite for revenues at all costs, the cruelties of second-class citizenship among urban 
migrant laborers, the hubris and arrogant paternalism displayed by local leadership towards the people.  
The list could go on.  At the same time, however, there is incredible vibrancy among many of those whom 
Gramsci might call ‘organic intellectuals’ in China – some are local scholars with whom many of us have 
worked.  They both recognize these problems and represent a hugely creative, innovative, and energetic 
force for change.  Some of the intellectuals I’ve worked with in Guizhou have taught me a great deal 
about the practical applications of our work at the most local and invisible of scales.  They advocate for 
the silenced voices and trampled rights of villagers in a region where any kind of development is 
embraced by local officials, no matter the human cost.  And these organic intellectuals have been 
remarkably successful at producing what we must recognize as prosaic achievements: small, hard to see 
improvements to people’s everyday lives at the most basic level. 
 
Such prosaic achievements are far from the elite world of dissidents of Ai Weiwei’s stature.  And while I 
would not in any way wish to diminish the importance of calling out hooliganism wherever it exists, I think 
our role as critical geographers is always inherently local, place-based, and sometimes, for better or 
worse, invisible.  This means at least two things, I think.  First, it means – in our work, among our 
students, and in our own local communities – calling attention to the work of those organic intellectuals 
who are out there pushing that invisible line between what is acceptable to the state, and what is not.  Ai 
Weiwei is a highly visible example, of course, but there are millions of others out there, and as 
geographers our work tends to put us in contact with them on a regular basis.  Second, it means using 
our expertise and even our institutional positions to support their work, but knowing that this will often be 
done in the most prosaic of ways. 
 
I have never felt that scholars make very good activists.  I think the characteristics that make us good 
scholars often makes us bad activists:  an inherent skepticism of all truth claims, an ability to consider 
multiple perspectives and a willingness to subject our explanations to critical interrogation, no matter how 
powerful some of those explanations might be in bolstering ‘progressive’ causes.  But what a critical 
China geography can do, I think, is use our work to help those are are on the front lines of change ‘jump 
scale’ and connect to broader networks of support and practice.  I look forward to any thoughts are 
reactions you might have. 
 
 
UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS  
 
Spatial Data Analysis in Cyberspace: Data, Methodology and Tools 

A Half-day Workshop at NARSC 2011 
1:30-4:30PM, November 9 (Wednesday), 2011, Miami, Florida 
Co- sponsored by  

GeoDa Center for Geospatial Analysis and Computation, Arizona State University,  
China Data Center, University of Michigan 

 
Instructors: 
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• Xinyue Ye, Center for Regional Development and School of Earth, Environment and 
Society, Bowling Green State University 

• Myunghwa Hwang, GeoDa Center, Arizona State University 
• Shuming Bao, China Data Center, University of Michigan 

 
This workshop is designed to introduce some new tools for spatial studies, which will include the 
spatial analytical web services built on PySAL developed by GeoDa Center for Geospatial Analysis 
and Computation at Arizona State University, and China Geo-Explorer, a web based system for spatial 
data analysis offered by the China Data Center at the University of Michigan. The workshop will 
discuss the methodology, functions, and data available for spatial studies as well as China studies. 
Some case studies will be demonstrated for applications in spatial economy and population, 
environmental assessment, and industrial transferring and clustering. Researchers from government 
agencies, research institutes, and universities will find the workshop particularly relevant.  
 
Objectives:  This workshop is designed to introduce some new tools for spatial studies in cyberspace 
as well as their applications for regional studies. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Participants will learn the methodology for regional analysis, newly developed 
web based tools for spatial data analysis, as well as their applications for regional studies. 
 
Topics: 

• Introduction to Spatial Statistics and Modeling for Regional Analysis (45 min) 
• Introduction to PySAL and Web Based Spatial Statistics (45 min) 
• Spatial Data Analysis with China Geo-Explorer (45 min) 

 
Highlights include: 
- Learning spatial weight matrix creation 
- Conduct web-based spatial data analysis 
- Effectively access and deliver spatial information 
- The impact assessment of earthquake on population and economy 
- Environmental monitoring and decision support system 
- Religion and society studies 
 
Audience: Anyone who are interested in learning the essentials of web-based spatial data analysis 
 
Registration: please register the free workshop at 
http://chinadatacenter.org/registration/rsai2011.htm 
 
Room: HIBISCUS B 

 
Ecogram IV: China – Supercities and Mega-Migrations: China’s Urban Futures 
http://cgt.columbia.edu/events/cities_conference/ 
Friday, November 11th, Columbia University Avery Hall, Wood Auditorium  
 

“Ecogram IV: CHINA -- Supercities and Vast Migrations: China's Urban Futures" is the third annual 
conference on the changing landscape of urban spaces, curated by Professor Saskia Sassen, Robert 
S. Lynd Professor of Sociology, Co-Chair, Committee on Global Thought, Columbia University. 
By 2025, China is expected to have 15 super-cities with an average population of 25 million. Europe 
will have none. The conference aims to bring together scholars and practitioners from a variety of 
fields to develop a fuller, interdisciplinary view of the migration flows and rapidly transforming spaces 
that are revolutionizing China. 
 
"The annual influx of rural migrants to China's cities increased from 9 million in 1989, to nearly 30 
million a decade later... there were some 25 million migrant workers in China's cities in the mid-1980s, 
and about 70 million 10 years later. By 2003, the floating population was double this figure and it 
remains in the neighborhood of 140 million people-fully 10% of China's total population" 

- Thomas Campanella, The Concrete Dragon. China's Urban Revolution and What it Means for 
the World, 2008 

http://chinadatacenter.org/registration/rsai2011.htm
http://cgt.columbia.edu/events/cities_conference/
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This one-day conference will have four panels comprised of interdisciplinary scholars and practitioners: 

10:00-11:30: Migrations: Post-Economic Crisis Patterns and Potentials 
11:30-1:00: Super-Cities: Green and Smart? 
2:00-3:30: "The Super City" and the "Right to a Slum" 
3:30-5:00: Architecture + Environment 

 
 
Emerging Landscapes and Frontiers in Tourism Research, 25-27 July 2013, Kanas 
National Park, Xinjiang, China 
 

For more information contact Alan A. Lew (Northern Arizona University) at Alan.Lew@nau.edu 
 
 
CHINA GEOGRAPHY RELATED ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
Digital Asia: Bringing Asia into the Classroom 
http://www.digitalasia.illinois.edu/  
 
Digital Asia: Bringing Asia into the Classroom presents professionally-vetted films made by scholars 
of Asia turned filmmaker together with original curriculum materials developed for the college and high 
school teacher for easy to use in the classroom.  
 
On the Digital Asia website, you will find 3-5 minute excerpts of the films available via live-streaming, 
accompanied by free downloadable PDFs of curriculum materials, accessible film transcripts, background 
materials about each film, and a clear method to order the full length films. This website conforms to the 
Illinois Information Technology Accessibility Act (IITAA) accessibility standards for people with disabilities. 
 
Digital Asia is a project of the Asian Educational Media Service, an outreach arm of the Center for East 
Asian and Pacific Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. It is funded by the Freeman 
Foundation of Stowe, VT., New York City and Honolulu and by the IL/IN East Asia National Resource 
Center funded by U.S. Department of Education Title VI. All curriculum materials are made available free 
of charge for use by any educator. 
 
 
CHINA GEOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP WEBSITE & TIMELINE 
 
Be sure to visit our website at: http://personal.bgsu.edu/~xye/cgsg.htm.  
Past newsletters and the timeline are posted there. 
 
THE CHINA GEOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP TIMELINE  
The Timeline was prepared in response to a request from the AAG Central Office. The 
purpose is to present a record of the activities that CGSG initiated and the contributions 
that members have made in promoting the study of China geography since the group’s 
inception. We thank those of our members who have provided us with valuable 
information for the Timeline. There are still many gaps in the record, and so we hope 
members will continue to send us information from the past, a well as keep us updated 
on recent achievements and contributions.  For publications, please send information 
only for books, monographs and special issues of journals, but not articles (as there 
would be too many of them to include).  A copy of the latest version of the Timeline can 
be accessed through the CGSG webpage.  
 
Please review and send information on additions or changes to Piper 
Gaubatz: gaubatz@geo.umass.edu 

mailto:Alan.Lew@nau.edu
http://www.digitalasia.illinois.edu/
mailto:gaubatz@geo.umass.edu
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