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COURSE OUTLINE

This course will be an introduction on the graduate level to the dominant theoretical perspectives in cultural and social anthropology.  The material has been broken down into ten discussion topics; the class will spend about one period discussing each.  Before the class begins discussion of any topic, students should have read the required materials and be prepared to talk about them in class.  At the beginning of the semester, the instructor will hand out a set of questions.  Students should use them to guide their reading and prepare for class discussions.  Course grades will be based on class participation, a mid-term exam, and a comprehensive take-home final, to be submitted at the beginning of finals week.

CALENDAR
August 29 
Introduction

September 5
Classical Evolution

September 12
Dialectical and Historical Materialism

September  19
Historical Particularism and Configurationalism

September  26
Culture and Personality

October 3
Functionalism

October 10
Structural-Functionalism

October 17
Neo-evolutionism and Cultural Ecology 

October 24
Sociobiology

October 31
MID-TERM EXAM

November 7
Structuralism

November 14
No Class


November 21
Cognitive Anthropology

November 28
Symbolic Anthropology

December 5
Current Directions

READINGS
1.    Classical Evolutionism


Required:


    McGee, R. J. and R. L. Warms: Intro to section on 19th C. Evolutionism (Anthropological Theory, pp. 5-10).


    Spencer, Herbert: The social organism (in Anthropological Theory).


    Tylor, Sir E. B.: The science of culture (in Anthropological Theory).


    Morgan, Lewis Henry: Ethnical periods (in Anthropological Theory).


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 1.


Recommended:


    Kaplan, David and Robert Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 38-43.


    Malefijt, Annemarie deWaal: Images of Man, Ch. 8.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 5, 6, & 7.


    Lowie, Robert H: The History of Ethnological Theory, Ch. V, VI, and VII.


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, Ch. 1.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 1-7


    Eggan, Fred: Lewis H. Morgan in kinship perspective (in Essays in the Science of Culture, edited by G. E. Dole & R. L. Carneiro).

2.    Dialectical Materialism


Required:


    Marx and Engels: Feuerbach: Opposition of the materialist and idealist outlook (in Anthropological Theory).


    Engels, Frederick: Socialism, Utopian and Scientific.


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, pp. 8-18, & Ch. 5.


Recommended:


    Marx, Karl and Frederick Engels: The Manifesto of the Communist Party.


    Engels, Frederick: The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State.

    Godelier, Maurice: Perspectives in Marxist Anthropology.


    Terray, Emmanuel: Marxism and Primitive Societies.


    Bloch, Maurice, ed.: Marxist Analyses and Social Anthropology.


    Sahlins, Marshall: Culture and Practical Reason.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 8

3.    Historical Particularism and Configurationalism


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Historical Particularism (Anthropological Theory, pp. 128-132).


    Boas, Franz: The methods of ethnology (in Anthropological Theory).


    Kroeber, Alfred L.: Eighteen professions (in Anthropological Theory).


    Radin, Paul: Right and wrong (in Anthropological Theory).


    Whorf, Benjamin Lee: The relation of habitual thought and behavior to language.


Recommended:


    Kaplan and Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 67-75; 127-142.


    Malefijt, Annemarie deWaal: Images of Man, Ch. 11.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 9-13.

4.    Culture and Personality

 
Required:


   McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Culture & Personality (Anthropological Theory, pp. 216-220).


   Benedict, Ruth F.: Psychological types in the cultures of the southwest (in Anthropological Theory).


   Mead, Margaret: Intro to Sex and Temperament (in Anthropological Theory).


Recommended:


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 15-17.


    Malefijt, Annemarie deWaal: Images of Man, Ch. 11; 13.


    Benedict, Ruth F.: Patterns of Culture


The Chrysanthemum and the Sword.


    Mead, Margaret: Coming of Age in Samoa.



Growing Up in New Guinea.



Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies.



Keep Your Powder Dry.



Male and Female.


    DuBois, Cora: The People of Alor.


    Wallace, Anthony F.C.: Culture and Personality.


    Freeman, Derek: Margaret Mead and Samoa: The Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth.


    Feinberg, R.: Margaret Mead and Samoa: Coming of Age in fact and fiction.  American Anthro​pologist (1988).

5.    Functionalism


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Functionalism (Anthropological Theory, pp. 153-156).


    Malinowski, Bronislaw: The essentials of the kula (in Anthropological Theory).


    Malinowski, Bronislaw: The group and the individual in functional analysis.


    Malinowski, Bronislaw: The role of magic and religion.

    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 2.


Recommended:


    Malinowski, Bronislaw: Argonauts of the Western Pacific.



The Sexual Life of Savages.



Crime and Custom in Savage Society.


    Firth, Raymond: We the Tikopia.



Primitive Polynesian Economy.



Tikopia Ritual and Belief.



Rank and Religion in Tikopia.


    Hogbin, H. Ian: Law and Order in Polynesia.


    Turner, Victor: A Ndembu doctor in practice (in The Forest of Symbols).


    Jarvie, I.C.: Functionalism.



The Revolution in Anthropology.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 19.


    Kaplan, David and Robert A. Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 55-67.


    Malefijt, Annemarie deWaal, Images of Man, Ch. 10.


    Lowie, Robert: The History of Ethnological Theory, Ch. XIII. 


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, Ch. 3.

6.    Structural-Functionalism


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Functionalism (Anthropological Theory, pp. 153-156).


    Durheim, Émile: The cosmological system of totemism and the idea of class (in Anthropological Theory).

    Radcliffe-Brown, A.R.: Introduction to Structure and Function in Primitive Society.

    Radcliffe-Brown, A.R.: The mother’s brother in South Africa (in Anthropological Theory).

    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 2.


Recommended:


    Kaplan and Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 55-67.


    Radcliffe-Brown, A.R.: Structure and Function in Primitive Society.



African Systems of Kinship and Marriage.


    Eggan, Fred, ed.: Social Anthropology of North American Tribes.


    Fortes, Meyer: The Web of Kinship Among the Tallensi.



Kinship and the Social Order.



Time and social structure in Time and Social Structure and Essays by Meyer Fortes.


    Harris, Marvin: The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 19.


    Lowie, Robert: The History of Ethnological Theory, Ch. XIII.


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, Ch. 3.

7.    Modern Evolutionism and Cultural Ecology


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to Cultural Ecology & Neomaterialism (Anth. Theory, pp. 237-240; 284-287).


    Steward, Julian H.: The concept and method of cultural ecology (in Anthropological Theory).


    White, Leslie A.: Energy and the evolution of culture (in Anthropological Theory).


    Sahlins, Marshall D.: Evolution, specific and general.


    Harris, Marvin: The cultural ecology of India’s sacred cattle (in Anthropological Theory).


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 6.


Recommended:


    Kaplan and Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 43-55; 75-87.


    White, Leslie A.: The Science of Culture.


    Childe, V. Gordon: Man Makes Himself.


    Steward, Julian H.: Theory of Culture Change.


    Sahlins, Marshall D. and Elman R. Service: Evolution and Culture.


    Sahlins, Marshall D.: Social Stratification in Polynesia.



Culture and Practical Reason.



Culture as Protein and Profit (NY Review of Books).


    Service, Elman R.: Primitive Social Organization.


    Rappaport, Roy: Ritual regulation of environmental relations…. (in Anthropological Theory).


    Rappaport, Roy: Pigs for the Ancestors.


    Fried, Morton: On the evolution of social stratification and the state (in Anthropological Theory).


    Eggan, Fred: Cheyenne and Arapaho kinship systems in Social Anthropology of North American Tribes.


    Harris, Marvin: Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches.



Cannibals and Kings.



Cultural Materialism.



The Rise of Anthropological Theory, Ch. 22 and 23.


    Paul, Robert and Paul Rabinow: Bourgeois rationalism revived.  Dialectical Anthropology  (1976).


   Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, pp. 150-165.

8.    Sociobiology 


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Sociobiology (Anthropological Theory, pp. 431-433).

  
    Wilson, Edward O.: The morality of the gene (in Anthropological Theory).

    Barkow, Jerome: The elastic between genes and (in Anthropological Theory).


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 6.


Recommended:


    Wilson, Edward O.: On Human Nature.



Sociobiology: The New Synthesis.


    Sahlins, Marshall D.: The Use and Abuse of Biology. 


   Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, Ch. 7.

9.    Structuralism


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Structuralism (Anthropological Theory, pp. 345-346).


    Lévi-Strauss, Claude: Structural analysis in linguistics and anthropology (in Anthropological Theory).


    Lévi-Strauss, Claude: The structural study of myth.


    Lévi-Strauss, Claude: Social structure.


    Durheim, Émile: The cosmological system of totemism and the idea of class (in Anthropological Theory).


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 3.


Recommended:


    Kaplan and Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 169-180.


    Harris, Marvin: Cultural Materialism, Ch. 7.


    Malefijt: Images of Man, pp. 325-330.


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, pp. 171-186.


    Lévi-Strauss, Claude: The story of Asdiwal (in The Structural Study of Myth and Totemism, edited by Edmund Leach).



Totemism.



The Savage Mind.



The Raw and the Cooked.



The Elementary Structures of Kinship.


    
The bear and the barber (in Readings in Comparative Religion, edited by W. Lessa & E.Z. Vogt).


    
Four Winnebago myths (in Anthropological Theory).


    Leach, Edmund: Claude Lévi-Strauss.

Rethinking Anthropology.



Culture and Communication. 



Animal categories and verbal abuse (in Lessa and Vogt, eds., Reader in Comparative Religion).



Genesis as myth (in John Middleton, ed., Myth and Cosmos).



The Structural Study of Myth and Totemism, edited by Edmund Leach.


    Durkheim, Emile and Marcel Mauss: Primitive Classification.


    Van Gennep, Arnold: Rites of Passage.


    Mauss, Marcel: The Gift.


    Douglas, Mary: Purity and Danger.


    Turner, Victor: The Ritual Process.


    Hammel, Eugene: The Myth of Structural Analysis: Lévi-Strauss and the Three Bears.


    Sahlins, Marshall: Culture and Practical Reason.


    Thomas, L.L., J.Z. Kroenfeld and D.B. Kroenfeld: Asdiwal Crumbles: A Critique of Lévi-Straussian Myth Analysis, American Ethnologist 3(1):147-174.


    Carroll, Michael P.: Lévi-Strauss on the Oedipus Myth: A Reconsideration, American Anthropologist 80(4):805-814.


    Fox, Robin: Kinship and Marriage, Ch. 7 and 8.


    Buchler, Ira R. and Henry A. Selby: Kinship and Social Organization, Chapter 5 & 6.


    Radcliffe-Brown, A.R.: The mother's brother in South Africa in Structure and Function in Primitive Society.




On joking relationships in Structure and Function....



A Further Note on Joking Relationships in Structure and Function....

    Homans, George C. and David M. Schneider: Marriage, Authority and Final Causes.


    Needham, Rodney: Structure and Sentiment.


    Schneider, David M.: Some Muddles in the Models: or How the System Really Works (in Michael Banton, ed., The Relevance of Models for Social Anthropology).


    Korn, Francis: The Elementary Structures Reconsidered.

10.    Cognitive Anthropology


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Ethnoscience and Cognitive Anth. (Anthropological Theory, pp. 385-388).


    Tyler, Stephen: Introduction in Cognitive Anthropology, edited by Stephen Tyler (in Anthropological Theory).


    Lounsbury, Floyd: The structural analysis of kinship semantics in Cognitive Anthropology.


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, pp. 89-91.


Recommended:


    Agar, Michael: Ethnography and Cognition.


    Kaplan and Manners: Culture Theory, pp. 143-150; 181-188.
    


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, pp. 165-169.


    Conklin, Harold: Hanunóo color categories (in Anthropological Theory).


    Kay, Paul: Comments of Colby in Cognitive Anthropology.  


    Wallace, Anthony F.C.: The problem of psychological validity of componential analysis in (Cognitive Anthropology, S. Tyler, ed.).


    Burling, Robbins: Cognition and componential analysis: God's truth or hocus pocus? in Cognitive Anthropology.


    Goodenough, Ward H.: Description and Comparison in Cultural Anthropology.



Culture, Language, and Society.


          
Rethinking status in role in Cognitive Anthropology.


    Durbin, Marshall: Cognitive anthropology in Handbook of Social and Cultural Anthropology (J. Honigmann, ed.).

    Strauss, Claudia: What makes Tony run? (in Anthropological Theory).

11.    Symbolic Anthropology


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Symbolic & Interpretive Anth (Anthropological Theory, pp. 524-526).


    Geertz, Clifford: Deep play: Notes on a Balinese cock fight (in Anthropological Theory).


    Schneider, David M.: Introduction to American Kinship: A Cultural Account.


    Feinberg, Richard: Schneider’s cultural analysis of kinship and its implications for anthropological relativism.  Introduction to The Cultural Anlaysis of Kinship, edited by R. Feinberg and M. Ottenheimer.  Available online at http://www.press.uillinois.edu/epub/books/feinberg/toc.html.


Recommended:


    Geertz, Clifford: The Interpretation of Cultures.


    Schneider, David M.: Kinship, nationality, and religion in American culture.


    Schneider, David M.: American Kinship: A Cultural Account.



Notes toward a theory of culture  in Meaning in Anthropology, Keith Basso and Henry Selby, eds.


    Schneider, David M.: What is kinship all about? in P. Reining, ed., Kinship Studies in the Morgan Centennial Year.


    Scheffler, Harold: The meaning of kinship in American culture: another view in Basso and Selby, ed.: Meaning in Anthropology.


    Witherspoon, Gary: A new look at Navajo social organization (American Anthropologist, 1970).



Navajo Kinship and Marriage.


    Shore, Bradd: Sala'ilua: A Samoan Mystery.


    Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, pp. 186-205.


    Kuper, Adam.  Culture: The Anthropologists’ Account.


    Layton: An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, Ch. 7.

12.    Current Directions: from Post-Modernism to Cognitive Science and Back


Required:


    McGee & Warms: Intro to section on Postmodernism & Critics (Anthropological Theory, pp. 575-578).


    Feinberg, R.: Contested worlds: politics of culture and the politics of anthropology (Anthropology & Humanism).


    Rosaldo, Renato: Grief and a headhunter’s rage (in Anthropological Theory).


    Crapanzano, Vincent: Hermes’ dilemma (in Anthropological Theory).


    D’Andrade, Roy: Moral models in anthropology (in Anthropological Theory).


Recommended:


  Clifford, James and George Marcus: Writing  Culture.


  Marcus, George.  Ethnography through Thick and Thin.


  Brady, Ivan, ed.: Anthropological Poetics.


  Clifford, James: The Predicament of Culture.


  Hutchins, Edwin: Cognition in the Wild.


  Shore, Bradd: Culture in Mind.

  Wagner, Roy: The Invention of Culture.


  Langness, L.L.: The Study of Culture, Ch. 7 & 8.

UNIVERSITY POLICY ON STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: University policy 3342-3-18 requires that students with disabilities be provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through Student Disability Services (contact 330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sds for more information on registration procedures).
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